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This point in the summer term is always busy 
and never more so than for our Year 11 
students who have started their GCSE exams.  
The year group appear to be well prepared as 
individuals and as a group.  I wish them every 
success with the next few weeks and with 
their transition to the next phase of their 
education.  
 
Once the exams are over, the year group can 
look forward to their Prom which has been 
organised by a committee of students along 
with Mrs Welch, their Head of Year. 
 
Exam results are available on Thursday 23 
August at 10.00am and all Year 11 students 
and their parents will be invited to 
Certificate Evening in November, when we 
can formally recognise achievements and 
success, drawing the year group and guests 
together for a final celebration. 
 
While Year 11 students move through their 
exam timetable, a large number of students 
in Years 7-10 are working hard preparing for 
the school production of Guys & Dolls which 
will take place between 11-14 July.  Students 
will perform to a full house for each 
performance and are looking forward to this 
event.   
 

School Uniform 
Following making some changes to the school 
uniform for the start of this academic year, 
the gradual transition to the tartan skirts for 
girls has been a positive move.  All girls, 
wishing to wear a skirt from September, must 
now wear the tartan skirt.  Trousers remain 
an option for students who do not wish to 
wear the skirt.  Students can wear blue or 
black jumpers, although only black will be 
available to purchase from suppliers.  The 
introduction of shorts this year has seen a 
number of students wearing shorts as we have 
moved into the summer term.  Shorts should 
be plain black with no cargo style pockets 
and examples are available from school.  For 
full details of school uniform see  
 
http://www.thornden.hants.sch.uk/uniform 

From Su Whelan, Headteacher 

http://www.thornden.hants.sch.uk/uniform
http://www.thornden.hants.sch.uk/uniform


… from the calendar 
28 May—1 June Half Term  
6 June    New Intake (Sept 2018) Parents Evening 6pm 
12/15/21 June Year 11 leavers sign off days 
13 June   Summer Concert 7pm **CANCELLED** 
14 June   Year 8 Reports to Parents 
18 June    Trial Year 10 Exams Start 
19 June   Rising Stars Concert 7pm 
26 June   Open Evening 
29 June   Year 11 Prom 
4 July   Year 9 Reports to Parents 
5 July   New Intake Day (Sept 2018 students) 
11-14 July  Summer Production—Guys and Dolls 
13 July   Sports Day 
20 July   Last Day of Term 

Notices 

Student Focus—Ed Brandon 
In November last year, Ed, who is in Year 11, was 
diagnosed with rhabdomyosarcoma , a rare cancer 
which affects the soft tissue and muscles.  Since 
then Ed has undergone chemotherapy and we have 
not seen much of him in school.   
That being said, he has dropped into school for 
sessions and half days and, more recently, staff 
have worked one to one with him to prepare for a 
limited number of GCSEs this summer. 
 
Ed has shown great strength and has been an 
inspiration to us all in terms of how he has 
managed during the last 6 months.  He will take 
some exams and then move on to college with his 
year group in September.  Before then we will see 
him at the Prom, enjoying himself with his many 

good friends in Year 11 who have been very 
supportive during this difficult period of time.  
 
Ed’s mum, Helen, has taken on her own challenge 
and will run the Great South Run in October in aid 
of the Chris Lucas Trust, the only UK charity 
funding research for this type of cancer.  The 
school will support Helen and her challenge.  Her 
justgiving page is https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/helen-m-hayes  if parents wish to add 
their support. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/helen-m-hayes
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/helen-m-hayes




School Payments 

 Payments to the school may be made via our secure on-line system.  Most 
trips will be made available for payment by this method.  If you are 
experiencing any difficulties paying online, please contact our Finance 
Department. 

We would prefer to receive payments online but if you do need to send in a 
cheque, please ensure that the name of the pupil and their tutor group is 
written on the reverse together with what the payment is for.  We also 
accept payment in cash. 

Canteen top-ups can also be made online. Cheque payments (cheques 
payable to “HC3S”) should be addressed to the Canteen.  The name and tutor 
group of the pupil should be written on the back of the cheque. 



Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
Changes to free school meal eligibility under Universal Credit 
 
The eligibility criteria for free school meals have been changed. This letter explains the 
changes and how they might affect you. 
 
What are the new eligibility criteria? 
 
Children are entitled to receive free school meals if they or their parents or guardians 
receive any of the benefits below. 
 

 Universal Credit, provided they have an annual net earned income not 
exceeding £7,400 (£616.67 per month) 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The guarantee element of Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit, provided they are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and 
have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190, as assessed by HMRC 

 Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for 
Working Tax Credit 

Free School Meals—Changes from 1 April 2018 
Beginning in April 2018, the criteria used to determine which pupils are eligible for free school 
meals will be updated to reflect the introduction of Universal Credit and the phasing out of 
other income-based benefits. 
 
Below is a letter giving further information from the Department for Education on the 
changes.  Mrs Louise Brown, in our Finance Office, can be contacted at Thornden about free 
school meals.  



I don’t currently claim free school meals – what does this mean for me? 
 
If you think you might be eligible for free school meals, submit a claim to your school or local 
authority. Your school should have a form you can use. The information you provide will be used 
to check if you are in receipt of a qualifying benefit and, if you are on Universal Credit, that your 
earnings do not exceed the threshold. If you claim Universal Credit, your earnings will be 
assessed from up to three of your last Universal Credit assessment periods. 
 
If you are eligible, your school will be notified. Your child will receive free school meals and the 
school will receive extra funding. 
 
I am currently claiming free school meals – what does this mean for me? 
 
Most people won’t be affected by the new criteria. If you’re currently claiming free school meals, 
but don’t’ meet the new criteria, your child will continue to receive free school meals until the 
end of the Universal Credit rollout period. This will apply even if your earnings rise above the 
new threshold or if you stop being entitled to Universal Credit.  The rollout period is currently 
scheduled to end in March 2022. 
 
Once Universal Credit is fully rolled out, your child will keep their free school meal until the end 
of their current phase of education, i.e. primary or secondary. 
 
Where can I get more information? 
If you need any further information, please speak to a member of school staff or the local 
authority. You can also visit the free school meal website: 
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals  



 

 

Simply a wander down into the Performing Arts 
department these days is a theatrical experience in 
itself.  Rehearsals for our forthcoming production of 
Guys and Dolls are in full swing: strains of ‘Luck be a 
Lady’ filter from the music rooms, NYC 
accents project fiercely from the Drama studios and 
there is some exciting choreography happening in 
the Dance studio!  Tickets are now on sale for a 4 
night run from 11th – 14th July…Please ring the box office on 023 
8024 6555 or visit our website www.thorndenhall.co.uk to ensure 
you get yours!    

Drama 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 
 
Congratulations to everyone that took part in the assessed weekend and 
completed the expedition section of their award. We had lovely weather for 
the weekend, compared to constant rain for the practice weekend, and all 
the students were in high spirits as they followed their routes around the 
New Forest. 
However, this is not the end of the DofE adventure. The expedition is only 
one of four sections; volunteering, physical and skill make up the other 
three, which need to be assessed and evidence uploaded to eDofE to 
complete the award.  Many of the students have started these sections 
already and it is important that they upload their evidence as soon as they 
have finished that section.  
 
Mr T Baldwin  

Guys and Dolls  

http://www.thorndenhall.co.uk/




English 

Year 6 Writing Workshop  
 

Every June, Thornden invites a group of Year 6 stu-
dents, from local primary schools, to participate in a 
Writing Workshop.  For two days, students practise 
key writing skills, ably assisted by our Year 8 and Year 
9 students.  This culminates in the production of a 
piece of creative writing, linked to specific genres 
such as horror, sci-fi or crime.  We are always so im-
pressed by the standard of work produced - so it is 
with great anticipation that we look forward to wel-
coming the latest batch of budding writers. 

Year 11 English – The Final Push!  
It’s that time of year again - GCSE’s are now underway and 
Year 11s have been working hard revising for the English 
Literature and Language exams. Revision clinics have been 
running after school every Tuesday.  Good luck Year 11s – 
you can do it! 

Thornden Live! 
We continue to enjoy the amusing and engaging blogs 
produced by our students at Thornden Live.  Check out 
the website to see for yourself: https://
thorndenlive.wordpress.com/ 
 

English Clubs Reminder 

 Thornden Live! 

https://thorndenlive.wordpress.com/
https://thorndenlive.wordpress.com/


Library Schools Library Service Literature 
Quiz 2018 

Many congratulations to our all boys team 
who, on the evening of Wednesday 28th 
March, won the final of this year’s SLS Lit 
Quiz. They beat more than 30 Hampshire 
Schools to win this prestigious award.  
Scoring full points with their joker on the 
Heroes and Villains round, clinched the 
result.  An audience of parents and 
librarians, who completed their own quiz, 
helped to make the evening memorable.  
The boys received a shield and individual 
book tokens.  

Wessex Schools Literary Festival 2018 
Preparations are well under way for this year’s Festival. 
We will be welcoming award winning author Helen Dennis to 
Thornden Hall and she will be talking to Year 6 and 7 students.  
Local artist and illustrator Sally Goodden will spend a day in the 
Art department and, once again, Book Sculpture will happen in 
the Textiles department.  
 
Other activities during the festival will be a quiz, mini-saga 
writing, ‘Get Caught Reading’, Golden Ticket and Scavenger 
Hunts, Book Trailers and author’s story time. 
 
We hope that all events will be well supported and enjoyed.  
Check the library blog and follow us on twitter for more 
information @LibraryThornden @WessexLitFest 

Macmillan Roadshow 

On Tuesday 17th April, we welcomed Muhammad Khan and 
Sara Bernard to Thornden library, courtesy of Macmillan 
Books and Waterstones, West Quay. They talked to an 
audience of our Year 8 and 9 students and a small group of 
Year 8 students from The Romsey School, about their 
books, how they came to be writers and about their lives. 
The students asked interesting questions and had the 
opportunity to buy some of their books. 
 
Muhammad has written his first book about the topical 
subject of radicalisation. A very relevant story of our 
times.  Sara writes about real life and relationships, 
tackling the sensitive subject of pupil/teacher 
relationships in her latest book. 



Maths 

UKMT Maths Challenges 2018 
We have had our best ever year in both the  
Junior and Intermediate Maths Challenges. 

In April students from Year 8 and Year 7 (for the first time) took part in the Junior Maths Challenge 
with the highest performers invited to take part in the follow-on Junior Kangaroo.  One Year 8 
student, Bowen Zhu, has been invited to take place in the Junior Maths Olympiad which is reserved 
for the most outstanding performers in the country – Well done Bowen! and well done to all of those 
students who took part. 



February saw selected students from Year 9 and 10, take part in 
the Intermediate Maths Challenge. Some of the very highest per-
forming students were selected for the follow-on Pink and Grey 
Kangaroo competitions and special mention goes to Matthew 
Leary and Theo Lecomte who achieved a Merit for their entries – 
Well done! 



Modern Foreign Languages 

Year 9 had a super trip to Barcelona, speaking Spanish and 
enjoying the Art.  We visited Nou Camp, Park Guell, Sagrada 
Familia, Port Aventura and more.  Pupils ordered ice-creams 
in Spanish and discussed Dali's art in Figueres.  We were 
complimented everywhere we went by other people.  Well 
done to all who shared this superb trip with us.  

UKMT Maths Team Challenge 2018 
 
Two year 8 and two year 9 pupils took part in 
the Regional Final of the UKMT Maths Challenge, 
competing against 22 other schools.  After 4 
gruelling rounds, including a shuttle round and relay, 
the Thornden Maths team came in a brilliant second 
place! Amazing achievement for the four pupils 
involved— Jack Layton-Bundy, Ben Rall, Bowen Zhu & 
Harry Cooke.  Well done to the Thornden Maths Dream 
Team! 

Maths—extra 





Music 

Music rehearsals are well underway for our 
Summer Production of 'Guy and Dolls' on 11th to 
14thJuly and we are also starting to organise our 
‘Rising Stars’ which is on Tuesday 19th June 
7pm.  Rising Stars—organised by Mrs Gale—is a 
concert for Year 7 to 9 students to showcase 
their talents. 
 
 
 
Mr Jones 



P E 

Extra-curricular 
We have had a lot of pupils take part in extra-curricular activities over the last term which 
has led to successes in the County competitions for each activity: 
 

 Football - Year 7 boys won the District B team competition, our A team won the 
District plate competition, Year 8 boys won their football league, Year 9 boys won 
their league, Year 10 boys finished in 2nd in their league and Year 11 boys won the 
league and Cup.  

 Basketball - Year 9 boys won the Hampshire league.  

 Badminton - Year 9 girls and boys finished 2nd in the County competition. 

 Hockey - Year 9 boys finished 3rd in the County Trophy. 

 Netball - teams in all year groups have played in the league and have performed really 
well in their games. We are still waiting for the final league results. 

 
These competitions include all schools from the Eastleigh and Winchester District areas.   
 
The successes have been a result of the pupils attending a range of extra-curricular 
activities that we have provided throughout the year. These have been: 
Football, Basketball, Netball, Hockey, Badminton, Table-tennis and Gymnastics for all year 
groups.  
 
During the summer terms, we run Athletics, Rounders, Tennis and Cricket clubs for students 
in all years and we enter teams into Eastleigh and Winchester District competitions. 





Due to the unexpected 
temporary closure of 
Thornden Hall, please 
check the Thornden 
Hall website for the 
latest information 
about upcoming 
events. 




