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 Levels were abolished by the DfE during the last two 
years, as a response to suggestions that teachers 
taught to move students ‘up a level’ and not to 
develop and extend their understanding.

 Schools were encouraged to design their own system 
and approach.

 Therefore, schools all over the country are using 
their own system although there may be similar 
approaches.

 The primary schools all used slightly different 
approaches.





 Everything works…. But what works best?

 An average effect size is around 0.4

An effect size of 1.0 means…?

 Advancing the learners’ achievement by one 

year

 Improving the rate of learning by 50 per cent

 A two grade leap in GCSE





We will use one system for all students 

across all year groups.

 This will be based on the GCSE grading 

system of 9-1, with 9 being the highest 

grade.

However, it is worth noting that this does not 

mean your son or daughter will achieve this 

grade as the depth of content may be much 

greater.



 These are then split into sub-levels:-

 F (foundation); D (developmental); S (secure) 

and E (excellence)

 These Steps are then used for reporting to 

parents and monitoring student progress, but 

only 3 times a year.



We are no longer using levels.

 Teachers will rely on ‘Target Setting’ and 
‘Key Questions’ for all marked/assessed 
pieces of work so that students know how to 
improve.

No grades (steps/levels) to be given here.

 The most important feedback that students 
receive is in the lesson.  This could be in a 
variety of forms.



 Students will be given targets to reach by the 
end of each Academic Year.  Some of them 
(hopefully many!) may even exceed these!

 Three times a year a formal grade will be 
given.  If students are not making enough 
progress then we must make sure that they 
get back on track.

 This may be a report, extra emphasis on 
homework, contact with parents, discussion 
with them or more formal.



 Lowest Grade known as the A Grade (below 1 

for Access) followed by 1-9 GCSE equivalents.

 This is because in a number of subjects our 

students will have had no prior experience.  

Therefore, they will need to develop the 

basics first. 

 Examples may include German, drama (for 

most) and some aspects of technology.  



Year 7 from A - 2

Year 8 from A- 4

Year 9 from 1 - 6

Year 10 from 2- 7

The vast majority of students should fit into 

these categories with 1 or 2 exceptions



 Email information in September to all 

parents (not Year 11) about the approach and 

changes from previous years.

 Same information will accompany all reports 

for the first year.



 Converted current levels to new grades for 

September, for Year 7 into 8 and Year 8 into 

9.

 This will be based on an approximate 

conversion table.

 Informed students in assemblies at the start 

of the year.
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