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• To ensure success for students, both in 
terms of their written exams and their 
non-examined assessments.

• To ensure you are informed so that we 
can all work together.

Purpose of the 
evening





Results



1 GCSEs in England will have a new 9 to 
1 grading scale, to better differentiate 
between the highest performing students 
and distinguish clearly between the new 
and old exams. 
2 Grade 9 is the highest grade and will be 
awarded to fewer students than the 
current A*. 
3 The new GCSEs are being rolled out 
over the next few years, starting with 
English language, English literature and 
maths exams in 2017. 
4 The old and new GCSE grading scales 
do not directly compare but there are 
three points where they align, as the 
diagram shows: 
• The bottom of grade 7 is aligned with 
the bottom of grade A; 
• The bottom of grade 4 is aligned with 
the bottom of grade C; and 
• The bottom of grade 1 is aligned with 
the bottom of grade G. 



We have experienced changes before ..

 We are very confident that your children will 
not be disadvantaged ..

 We are working closely with the exam boards 
and other schools/organisation to ensure that 
we are fully aware of the new GCSEs ..

 We will maintain communication links with 
you and request that you ask for advice or 
clarification if you need it ..



Teachers will rely on ‘Target Setting’ and ‘Key 
Questions’ so that students know how to improve.

The most important feedback that students receive is 
in the lesson; this could be in a variety of forms.

Students will be given minimum targets to reach by 
the end of each Academic Year.  

When a formal grade is given, if students are not 
making enough progress then we must make sure that 
they get back on track; this may be a report, extra 
emphasis on home learning contact with parents, 
discussion with them or more formal.



• Colleges now look at students’ 
average points score (ALIS).

• They average all of the grades to 
get an overall score.

• Every subject counts!

What colleges 
require





There are two types of 
student ..





Focus and work 
hard in Year 10 
and 11 and don’t 

fall behind

Don’t waste time in 
Year 10 …. be 

organised

Start revising 
early …time flies

Work hard for 
your GCSEs 
early; don’t 
leave it until 

the last minute

Make sure you 
listen in lessons 
from the start or 
you may find in 

Year 11 you don’t 
know simple things

Concentrate in 
Year 10 because 

it will make 
Year 11 much 

easier

Don’t fight the 
system. What 
they do here 

works. Don’t be 
afraid to ask 
questions!

Start hard work 
in Year 10

I wish I had 
taken my Year 10 

exams more 
seriously



January:

Predicted 

grades to 

colleges

September: 

GCSEs 

begin

September : 

Work 

Experience & 

start Year 11

November:

Progress 

Check 1

March:

Full report

December:

Parents’ 

Evening

February: 

Exams in Maths 

& English



Attendance

• Half a days lessons 
every 10 days

• Two weeks of lesson 
missed a year

• Almost a whole years’ 
lessons for one GCSE



Using the Thornden Website





“GCSEs What can a parent do?”

• http://www.futurelinkpublishing.co.uk/publish/publications/GCSE.html

• This invaluable guide offers parents and their children a 
comprehensive, accessible and practical guide to each 
stage of the GCSE process.

• For parents it offers additional tips on setting up a work 
corner, establishing routines and expectations, dealing 
with excuses, handling a lack of motivation, dealing with 
stress and much more. Useful appendices list the best 
websites, clearly explain the GCSE system and offer a 
‘what to do if...’ guide.

http://www.futurelinkpublishing.co.uk/publish/publications/GCSE.html




Work Experience
• Monday 2nd September - Friday 13th September 2019

• Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd September fall on the last 
2 days of the summer holidays.

• Wednesday 4th September is the first day back although 
this hasn't been confirmed as an inset day yet.

• If you have already booked holidays and won't be back 
till the 4th September, please make employers aware of 
the dates you are available.

• There will also be a note in the parents’ newsletter, 
detailing the dates.

• DEADLINE: February 2019



Year 10 Revision & Wellbeing 
Day 



Year 10 exams

• No study leave!



Lorraine Lee

• Monday 12 November 2018

▫ Tools for secondary school success

• Monday 14 January 2019

▫ Foundations for positive mental health (including 
friendship)

• Wednesday 24 April 2019

▫ Dealing with the anxious teenager



Always try 
your best

Work 
hard, play 

hard!



Effective learning strategies







Learning changes your BRAIN!



When you LEARN you make new 
connections in your BRAIN



These new connections will weaken 
unless you regularly REINFORCE the 
learning













THINKING

KNOWLEDGE

The better we think, the more we know.

The more we know, the better we think.



In your head, attempt to multiply:

•5x5

•25x5

•75x75

•1111x1111

•69358x25789



LONG TERM 
MEMORY

WORKING 
MEMORY

Supports



1966106619451400



LONG TERM 
MEMORY

WORKING 
MEMORY

Supports



1966    1066 

1945                 1400



LONG TERM 
MEMORY

WORKING 
MEMORY

Supports







What was the number?



1966106619451400









Brain dump!

Crude oil



Knowledge Retrieval C5.7
1. Write the definitions of the following :

a) Mixture
b) Element
c) Compound

2. Draw a carbon atom 

3. Draw a hydrogen atom

4. How would they bond together?

5. What is crude oil?

6. What are hydrocarbons made up of?

7. What is the general formula for an alkane?

8. What are the names of the first four alkanes? 

9. What is evaporation (vaporisation)?

10. What is condensation?

11. What is a boiling point? 

12. Is the top of the fractionating column hot or cool?

13. Why do different fractions come off at different points from the fractional distillation column?

14. Where do the long chain hydrocarbons come off – top or bottom?

15. Draw this alkane C5H 12

16. Write the formula for an alkane with 3 carbons 

17. Name this alkane C2H6

18. How do the boiling point, viscosity and flammability change with increasing molecular size?











Step 4: Me time! 

PE

SCIENCE

FRENCH

HISTORY

WEEKLY PLANNER









Further reading

• https://chronotopeblog.com/2018/05/05/how-should-
students-revise-a-brief-guide/

• http://www.learningscientists.org/
• https://www.theguardian.com/teacher-

network/2016/apr/19/students-revise-exams-revision-
science

• https://www.theconfidentteacher.com/2018/01/top-
10-revision-strategies/

• https://www.tes.com/news/exam-season-what-you-
need-know-about-top-five-revision-strategies

• https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/mar/12
/no-evidence-to-back-idea-of-learning-styles
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