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14 February 2019 

 

Consultation process – Forming a Multi Academy Trust (MAT) 
 

Following the joint communication in June 2018 (available on websites), the Governing Bodies of 

Thornden and Hiltingbury Junior Schools are now starting a formal consultation process ahead of 

making final decisions or making formal applications to become a MAT. Consultation is required 

under the Academies Act 2010 if a maintained school (Hiltingbury) is considering joining a MAT. 

While no requirement exists for a Single Academy Trust (Thornden) to consult to change to a MAT, 

both governing bodies wish to be transparent and to consult as widely as possible with all of our 

students, parents, teachers, wider community and stakeholders. 

 

Both governing bodies continue to explore the potential benefits of Thornden and Hiltingbury 

joining formally within a MAT while considering any possible disadvantages. Both schools will take 

feedback and questions before separately making decisions.  

 

During the consultation period, which will take place for 5 weeks from Thursday 14 February 2019 

to Friday 22 March, we will attempt to answer any questions that are raised, adding to the 

frequently asked questions on both school websites. Both schools will hold a meeting for parents 

and interested members of the local community to provide as much information as possible and 

attempt to answer questions that are raised. Meetings will take place 12 March at 7.00pm in 

Hiltingbury and on 14 March at 7.00pm in Thornden, after which all responses and comments will 

be formally considered. If a significant number of responses are received, they will be summarised 

in a report which will be shared via both websites. 

 

Currently both schools are supported by their own governing bodies. If a MAT is established one 

trust board would have responsibility for the trust, while maintaining local governing bodies with 

designated responsibilities at school level. There is no intention to make noticeable changes to the 

day-to-day running of either school. While Academies have additional freedoms, our intention 

would be to continue to do the things that make our two strong schools stay strong.  

 

The specific advantages of a MAT with both of our schools would be to provide children and young 

people with a first class education that enables and inspires them to realise their potential within an 

environment that is committed to working together with enthusiasm, creativity, ambition, reflection 

and enquiry.  

 

During the consultation period the governing bodies will continue to ask questions and explore all 

aspects of both schools to ensure they collectively and separately have all information that is 

needed to make a decision about how we proceed. 

 

An updated list of frequently asked questions is available on the websites. 
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