
 

 

October 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I am writing to update you on some of the events and achievements that have taken place at 
Thornden over the past two weeks. 
 
A massive well done to Caitlin Hatfield (10GX) in Year 10 who has recently competed in the 
European Swimming Championships in Sardinia with the DSS-GB team.  Caitlin was the 
youngest member of the GB team and second youngest at the championships.  She 
competed in a range of events making the finals of the 50m freestyle and the 50m 
backstroke, coming 4th and 5th in these respectively.  Caitlin’s 50m backstroke time was one 
second off the European record for a junior and she has another two years in that age group! 
 
We are always keen to hear about success stories about students from any activity that they 
take part in, as some of our students are not always upfront in informing the school about 
them. 
 
We were delighted at the attendance at the Year 7 Extra-Curricular Fayre last week.  The 
majority of the Year 7 students showed an interest in the clubs and activities on offer, which 
covered music, sport, Warhammer, Lego, debating and other interests.  I hope that we will 
see the students attend these clubs throughout the year.   Year 7 have also had an 
assembly from the volunteers at Lepra and they will support this charity during the school 
year.  The deadline for this is the 8th October and our Year 7s have been encouraged to 
develop projects to support some of the poorest communities in the world.  Year 7 students 
will also be completing some CAT (Cognitive ability) tests in their ICT lessons over the next 
couple of weeks.   This is to enable the school to develop a greater understanding of each 
students’ strengths as they start at the school.  Students cannot revise or prepare for these 
tests. 
 
Year 10 Parents and Carers attended the Information Evening last week and we were very 
pleased with the attendance.  Information regarding study skills and how the brain works, 
support from wellbeing and work experience were all covered.  A reminder that Year 10 
students should be contacting potential work experience placements before Christmas. 
 
Year 10 students will also be involved a national initiative called ‘Restart a Heart’, and we will 
have the support of medical professionals instructing our students in resuscitation 
techniques and essential first aid information during the day. 
 
Year 11 students have started the College Application process and have had visits from the 
Principals at both Barton Peveril and Peter Symonds Colleges, with Eastleigh due in next 
week.  This is an important time for our students and they need to make sure that they meet 
the deadlines and to take every opportunity to visit the colleges prior to their applications, 
where they will get a feel for the atmosphere and ethos of the college.  We will also invite 
other colleges in to school to talk to students if there is a demand for this.   
 
We are working very closely with the canteen at school to focus on some of the areas of 
concern that have been raised.  There is a particular focus on reducing the size of the 
queues at lunchtime and ensuring that a range of food is available to our students.  The 
canteen has a new manager and we are keen to receive feedback from parents and 
students regarding thoughts and ideas that they would like to introduce if feasible. 
 



Over the past week, we have also carried our annual Lockdown drill and our first fire drill of 
the school year.  Whilst this may seem daunting to our younger students, it is essential that 
we practise these annually in the very unlikely event that this may happen.   
 
Whilst writing I would like to take the opportunity to remind parents of students that cycle 
about the need for them to wear high visibility clothes and cycle helmets as the weather and 
light deteriorates.  We have received further funding for a Bike Doctor to visit the school after 
Christmas who will be able to check the roadworthiness of any bike and make minor repairs 
on the school site.  A date will be confirmed before Christmas. 
 
We are delighted to be able to inform parents and carers that at the start of the October half 
term holidays we will be completely renovating the girls’ and the boys’ toilets in science.  
These have been high on our agenda for a few years and we are now in a position to 
proceed.  They may be out of action for up to three weeks and we ask our students to bear 
with us during this time.  Please see the image below of one of the sets of toilets. 

 

 
 
A reminder to parents and carers about some of the key dates and events that will take 
place before the half term, which begins on Monday 28th October. 
 
9th October – Year 11 Iceland meeting 
10th October – Year 10 Computer Science trip 
11th October – Lepra event for Year 7 all day 
15th October – Year 7 and Year 11 group photos in the morning.  These will be available to 
purchase. 
16th October – Year 10 Restart a Heart day 
18th October – Year 11 Maths Inspiration trip 
22nd October – Year 8 Dragon’s Den event 
23rd October – Year 9 and 10 Shakespeare Schools event in Winchester 
25th October – Year 11 trip to Iceland departs 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr S Hicks 
Deputy Headteacher 
 

  


