
Thornden FOTS meeting 15 October 2018 – Minutes 
 

Present: Polly Gleeson, Rob Collar, Amanda Eyres, David Holdsworth, Pawlette Wright, Shelley 

Zimmer, Nic Lansdowne, Kavitha Kamalathasan 

Apologies:  Tricia Crowther, Francisco Blasco, Monica Almodóvar, Amy Lecomte, Jess Meyer, Chris 

Moss 

1 Welcome Welcome from Polly.   
 

 

2 Previous 
minutes 

Last year’s AGM minutes agreed. No matters arising  

 

 

3 Rob’s report A huge thank you to FOTS from the school for a record-breaking 
year with over £10k donated! The profile of FOTS has also been 
raised via activities like refreshments at Parents’ evenings and 
Meet the tutor events.  The teachers have commented that they 
really appreciate the difference that FOTS are making with the 
donations. 

Rob relayed thanks for the following donations:  

MFL Spelling bee pizza, to the War Hammer club, resources for 
the Women’s group, dyslexia software for the Study skills 
department, Lego league and Music Magix software. 

 

 

4 Treasurer 
update 

David outlined that donations had increased from £6,243 to £10,035 
last year.  The online donation scheme had driven the most change and 
there are now around 100 donors plus one off donations.  He explained 
the Treasurer’s report (available separately). 
 
There was a short discussion on possible other fundraising options 
considering that we can only have an own clothes day on alternate 
years and Nic offered to investigate possibility of a Band evening. 
 
GDPR update – he explained all was in order for FOTS.  It was clarified 
that the FOTS update can go into the school newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 
Nic 

5    Chair report Polly explained that it has been a fantastic year given FOTS are 
such a small team. It makes a big difference to the experience and 
opportunities children get at Thornden covering a huge range of 
departments and clubs with lots of children benefiting. 

Polly thanked David’s calm approach to looking after the finances, 
making it look effortless! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Highlights of FOTS’ achievements are outlined within the Chair’s 
report (attached) 

Polly acknowledged Tricia’s years of involvement with FOTS and 
enormous contribution to the school and explained that she is 
now stepping down.  Polly thanked her for all her help. Polly 
asked Rob and Kavitha to consider other staff members who 
could get involved with FOTS to gain other perspectives. 

Polly thanked Rob for his work behind the scenes promoting FOTS 
to staff. 

She offered thanks to all who help out in whatever way with FOTS 
from serving refreshments to sorting uniform, making cakes to 
corporate fund raising.  She also thanked the “FOTS kids” for their 
help over the year. 

It was suggested that an email to new Year 7 parents asking for 
help at events should be sent out. 

Some outstanding actions from 2017 Minutes. 

Polly plans to meet with Su Whelan this year and go along to a 
staff meeting to encourage bids.  Also, would be good to ensure 
FOTS is embedded on school radar, i.e. receives calendar etc. 

We need to ensure that we’ve checked with school office to see 
whether anyone has chosen to “opt out” of FOTS newsletter if we 
produce our own one as limited currently to 3 pictures and 200 
words every couple of months 

Polly mentioned that the “Donated by FOTS” stickers would be 
great to have – Shelley offered to investigate options 

Polly added that it would be nice to get feedback and thanks, including 
progress updates, from all successful bid receivers. Also photos of item 
in use for newsletter.  
 
Lastly Polly reflected on why FOTS exists – to foster lifelong learning 
and interests in the kids, and to support and help build resilience 
particularly for the more vulnerable pupils.  It resources great teachers 
to do an even better job and also helps to build a sense of community 
amongst parents, working in partnership with school. 
 
Rob asked that it be recorded the huge contribution Polly continued to 
make to FOTS and he thanked her on behalf of the school. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Rob and 
Kavitha 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rob and 
Polly 
 
 
David 
 
 
 
 
Shelley 

   



Election of 
officers 

David Holdsworth as Treasurer  

Nomination: Kavitha Kamal  

Seconded: Nic Lansdowne  

Polly Gleeson as Chair person  

Nomination: Shelley Zimmer  

Seconded: Pawlette Wright  

 
 

 

Upcoming events Yr 11 Parents eve – 14 Nov 4 – 7pm Helpers will be required to help 
with refreshments.  Polly will email out to all volunteers to ask for help. 

Polly 

 
Next meeting 

 
Thursday 22 Nov 7.30pm  – The Shed 
 

 

 


