
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
As you are aware we have had a significant problem with Thornden Hall and the unforeseen 
failure of the main roof beam. We are working with our maintenance contractors and 
insurers to ensure an efficient and safe repair is undertaken as quickly as possible.  At this 
stage, although there appears to be a lot of speculation as to what has caused this problem, 
we genuinely do not know what has led to the failure. 
 
As a result of the damage to the Hall beam, we will need to keep the Hall closed until all 
repairs have been carried out, something that is already taking longer than we would have 
hoped for.  At this stage, having closed the Hall until 17 June, I am left with no alternative 
but to inform you that the Hall will be out of use until the end of the school term and 
probably throughout the summer holidays as well.  
 
This will mean that all activities due to take place in the Hall will be cancelled, postponed or 
moved to another venue within the school (or to an external venue).  The most significant 
in-school event this summer is the Guys and Dolls school musical which will move with the 
same cast to Tuesday 29th January - Friday 1st February.  Mrs Smith will meet with the cast, 
they will continue to rehearse and she will send relevant information home to parents of 
the students involved within the next two weeks.  The summer musical is always a 
high point of the year and both staff and students are upset that this cannot continue with 
the July dates.  
  
Other facilities in the wider Hall area, including the dance studio and one of the drama 
rooms, have been temporarily closed until initial work can take place supporting the main 
beam.  Use of our conference room will also be limited but, with each of these facilities, it is 
hoped that taking the rooms out of use will be a very short term measure. 
  
If significant changes are to take place with any other event due to be held this summer, the 
Hall team will contact individuals who have booked tickets or organisations that have 
booked the Hall. 
  
As soon as I have concrete information about when we should expect the Hall to re-open, I 
will email parents and share any relevant information on the website.  At this stage please 
accept my apologies for any inconvenience this causes to our students, parents and other 
users of our Hall, something that has been and will continue to be a real asset to the school 
and surrounding community.  
 
 
Su Whelan 
Headteacher 
 


