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Learning Content 
 Topic Title 

Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

7 

 
What a 

Wonderful 
World 

 
China 

 
How Did That 
Get There?  

 
Issues in 
Energy 

 
The Coastal 

Zone 

 
St Catherine’s 
Hill Fieldwork 

Enquiry 

8 

 
Volcanoes 

 
Water on the 
Land: Rivers  

 
Country 

Study: Jambo, 
Kenya! 

 
Bon Voyage! 

 
Australia 

 
Weather and 

Climate 

9 

 
Country 

Study: Brazil 

 
Issues in 

Population 

 
The World in 

Crisis 

 
Extreme Pole 

to Pole 

 
The Living World: Biomes and 

Rainforests 
 
 

Outline of Subject   
Geography is everywhere! The world is always changing, and Geography helps us to understand and 
make sense of it. From features and landforms within the environment to the movement of people from 
place to place, Geography studies the fundamental inter-relationships between the human and physical 
worlds: the intrinsic links between people and planet. Geography teaches us to understand how we can 
live alongside our natural surroundings both now and into the future. 
 

Skill Development  
Fieldwork plays a key role in Geography and is fundamental in helping us to understand the world around 
us. As Geographers, we try to make sense of our surroundings by collecting data, analysing and 
interpreting it in order to see what patterns or trends can be found in our results. In this way we can make 
informed judgements about the human and physical processes that shape our planet and we can 
therefore take intelligent and responsible action.       

Assessment Styles  
Students are assessed in a variety of ways. Within lessons, students will be assessed via their written 
responses and oral contributions. Homework will be set that consolidates the learning within lessons and 
is assessed according to criteria set by the class teacher. At certain points throughout the year, there will 
be whole-topic assessment. Students may produce an extended piece of writing to demonstrate their 
depth of understanding and skills, or, alternatively, these may be assessed in exam-style formats. All of 
these methods will allow the class teacher to provide a GCSE-grade equivalent for each student.   
 
 
 
 

Additional Information  
Geography is a very popular subject at Thornden. The variety of topics covered in Years 7, 8 and 9 
engage and challenge the students, and many will therefore continue to study Geography in Years 10 and 
11. The dynamic and dedicated teachers within the department ensure that the teaching of Geography at 
Thornden is always developing and moving forward. It’s our world – let’s find out about it!    
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